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Court freezes 
Ohana’s pick for 
State prosecutor 


Mendelblit pushing for one of two 
more-senior candidates to receive post 


Netael Bandel 


The High Court of Jus- 
tice on Wednesday froze 
the appointment of Orly 
Ginsberg Ben-Ari as act- 
ing state prosecutor. The 
decision comes a day after 
her appointment by Jus- 
tice Minister Amir Ohana, 
which was made in defi- 
ance of instructions from 
Attorney General Avichai 
Mendelblit, who slammed 
the appointment as unac- 
ceptable “in the extreme.” 

Justice Menachem Ma- 
zuz suspended Ginsberg 
Ben-Ari’s appointment min- 
utes before she was to have 
been sworn in to succeed 
Shai Nitzan. 

The freezing of the ap- 
pointment of Ginsberg 
Ben-Ari, currently a depu- 
ty prosecutor in the Central 
District, came in response 
to a petition filed by the 
Movement for Quality Gov- 
ernment in Israel. Mazuz 
gave the state 10 days to re- 
spond to the petition, which 
alleges that the appoint- 
ment was unreasonable in 
the extreme and made for 
ulterior motives. 

The petition argues that 
the selection of Ginsberg 
Ben-Ari was designed to 
undermine the power of 
“the gatekeepers and law 
enforcement officials con- 
nected to the investiga- 
tions into Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu,” a 
reference to indictments 
that have been filed against 
the prime minister in three 
pending cases. 

In public remarks on 


Wednesday at a farewell 
ceremony for Nitzan, which 
had initially also been slat- 
ed to welcome Ginsberg 
Ben-Ari, Mendelblit said he 
would not compromise over 
the appointment. 

“The prosecutor’s of- 
fice will continue to be an 
independent and apoliti- 
cal entity,” he said. “There 
is no aim here to quarrel 
with anyone, certainly not 
with the justice minister, 
whom I greatly respect,” he 
added. “The position of act- 
ing [state prosecutor] is not 
meant, heaven forbid, to be 
a setting for a fight between 
a minister and the attorney 
general. This doesn’t in- 
volve a personal issue.” 

Mendelblit had said Gins- 
berg Ben-Ari would not 
speak at the event. Ohana, 
in his speech at the cere- 
mony, wished her good luck 
and said, “You'll need it. 
We will fight. For the state 
prosecution, for justice and 
for the State of Israel.” 

The petition was initially 
assigned to Justice Noam 
Sohlberg, who recused 
himself, saying he had fam- 
ily and social ties to Shlomo 
Lemberger, the candidate 
whom Mendelblit supported 
as acting state prosecutor. 

In a letter to Ohana on 
Tuesday opposing the ap- 
pointment of Ginsberg 
Ben-Ari, Mendelblit wrote 
that the nomination exceeds 
“in the extreme” the scope 
of what is reasonable and is 
therefore legally impermis- 
sible. 

Ohana, for his part, has 
said many senior legal offi- 


cials have praised Ginsberg 
Ben-Ari’s work and achieve- 
ments in recent years and 
that he was convinced 
that her qualifications and 
character, along with what 
he said was her vast legal 
knowledge and manage- 
ment skills make her the 
most appropriate candidate 
for acting state prosecutor. 

Earlier, Mendelblit had 
proposed two alternate can- 
didates to Justice Minister 
Amir Ohana for the position 
of acting state prosecutor 
— Southern District (civil) 
prosecutor Zion Illouz and 
the deputy state prosecutor 
for civil affairs, Orit Kotav. 
This was after Ohana in- 
formed the attorney general 
that he did not wish to ap- 
point Lemberger, Mendel- 
blit’s preferred candidate. 

Illouz joined the State 
Prosecutor’s Office in 1998 
and was appointed to his 
current position in 2016. 
He is considered an expert 
in civil law and has repre- 
sented the state in the Su- 
preme Court in complex 
cases, mainly in the field of 
real estate law and planning 
and construction. 

Kotav, whom Illouz re- 
placed in the Southern Dis- 
trict, coordinates civil law 
cases in the State Prosecu- 
tor’s Office; her position is 
parallel to Lemberger’s. 
She established the civil law 
enforcement unit and has 
headed it for seven years. 

Lemberger was also one 
of the three candidates 
for the position who were 
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The debate on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives ahead of Wednesday’s impeachment vote. Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she “felt sad” about impeaching 
President Donald Trump. For up-to-date news on the vote, see www.haaretz.com. 


An Israeli clash with Iran and Hezbollah in 


the second half of 2020? It’s possible 


| Analysis Amos Harel | Amos Harel 


The rumors about the 
death of “the war between 
the wars” were greatly ex- 
aggerated. It didn’t die, it 
just changed form. 

Iran’s attempts to respond 
on the northern front to Is- 
raeli attacks and the massive 
fire by Syria’s air defense 
systems with every bomb- 
ing have apparently spurred 
the Israel Defense Forces to 
alter its mode of operation. 
Accordingly, the frequency 
of attacks seems to have de- 
clined. But the basic reasons 


Haaretz photog 
Ofer Vaknin takes 
Photo of the Year 


This photo of Avigdor 
Lieberman by Haaretz 
photographer Ofer Vaknin 
was named Photo of the Year 
at the annual Edut Mekomit 
(“Local Testimony”) 
competition and exhibition. It 
was taken the day the Yisrael 
Beiteinu chairman presented 
his party’s slate for the 
September election. Another 
Haaretz photographer, 
Rami Shllush, won a news 
photography award for his 
series of images taken of 

the demonstrations by the 
Ethiopian-Israeli immigrant 
community in July. 

(Naama Riba) 


Karaites join petitions against 
planned Western Wall cable car 


Nir Hasson 


The Jerusalem Devel- 
opment Authority and the 
National Infrastructure 
Committee has offered to 
pay the Jewish Karaite com- 
munity to move its graves so 
construction of the cable car 
to the Western Wall, which 
passes over them, can pro- 
ceed. 

The Karaites have re- 
jected the offer and intend to 
petition the Supreme Court 
against the cable car plan. 

This will be the third pe- 
tition filed against the pro- 
posed project. The first one 
was submitted by the Emek 
Shaveh NGO of archaeolo- 
gists. On Tuesday,the Israel 
Union for Environmental 
Defense also filed a petition 
against the construction of 
the cable car. 

The plan to build a cable 
car to the Western Wall area 


was approved by the housing 
cabinet last month. It is ex- 
pected to stretch from the 
First Station outdoor mall 
area, near Liberty Bell 
Garden, to the City of David 
National Park, not far from 
Dung Gate and the Western 
Wall. 

Between these two sta- 
tions there will be one more 
station, near the parking lot 
on Mount Zion. According to 
the Ministry of Tourism, the 
cable car will serve as the 
most significant conveyor 
of people in Jerusalem’s Old 
City basin. Construction of 
the cable car system was 
approved despite the objec- 
tion of architects, archeolo- 
gists and conservationists, 
who are concerned about 
destroying the look of the 
Old City. 

One of the objections that 
was dismissed by planners 
was raised by the Jewish 


Karaite community, since 
the car cable would pass 
over its old cemetery. They 
claim that this would be a 
desecration of the grave- 
yard, and would never have 
been considered if this were 
a mainstream rabbinical 
cemetery. 

The original plan called 
for the construction of a 
roof over the cemetery so 
that kohanim (traditionally 
seen as descendants of the 
Temple priests] who use the 
cable car could do so with- 
out coming into contact with 
the dead, something they 
are prohibited from doing. 
In light of the community’s 
objections, this plan was 
shelved, and the roof will 
be replaced by signs warn- 
ing kohanim against using 
the cable car. 

The Infrastructure Com- 
mittee proposed to the Jeru- 
salem Development Author- 


ity, which is pushing to get 
things started, to keep ne- 
gotiating with the Karaite 
community to find a reso- 
lution that would allow the 
project to move forward. In 
aletter sent by Yael Adoram, 
the committee’s lawyer, to 
attorney Ram Golan, the 
Karaite community’s legal 
adviser, she stated that the 
decision to forego the roof 
“showed a preference for 
the community’s interests 
over the interests of a large 
number of kohanim who will 
not be able to use the cable 
car system.” 

After complaining about 
the lack of cooperation by 
the Karaites, Adoram writes 
that the Development Au- 
thority agreed to excavate 
and move graves from one 
of the plots in the cemetery, 
in order to clear a path for 
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for the friction between the 
two sides - Iran’s efforts to 
entrench itself militarily in 
Syria, its arms smuggling 
into Lebanon and Israel’s 
attempts to halt both these 
things - haven’t changed. 
Thus the friction can be ex- 
pected to continue. 

At the start of this week’s 
cabinet meeting, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu warned once again 
that Israel will respond to 
any aggression by Iran and 
Hezbollah. Netanyahu quot- 
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Jews to repair home 
of Muslim family of 
Shoah-era rescuers 


Put some 
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Israeli universities 
to require courses 
taught in English 


Pence heads to 
Israel in January 


Will attend 75th 
anniversary of 
Auschwitz liberation 
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ed a senior general in the 
Revolutionary Guards who 
threatened that Iran would 
destroy Tel Aviv with rocket 
fire from Lebanon. “If Hez- 
bollah dares to attack Israel, 
it and Lebanon, which allows 
attacks from its territory 
against us, will pay a very 
heavy price,” the prime min- 
ister said. A few days earli- 
er, Defense Minister Naftali 
Bennett threatened to turn 
Syria into “Iran’s Vietnam.” 

Top politicians and their 
advisers have been speaking 
even more bluntly - surpris- 
ingly, also in meetings with 
colleagues from abroad; 
sometimes it’s enough to 


make their interlocutor 
flinch. In recent months, 
cabinet members have got- 
ten used to hearing Netan- 
yahu speak in apocalyptic 
terms whenever he talks 
about his favorite strategic 
issue, Iran. His associates 
are talking about an Irani- 
an effort to deploy a ring of 
fire around Israel - to deploy 
missiles and rockets that 
would threaten all of Israel 
on several fronts: Lebanon, 
Syria, Iraq and Gaza. They 
add that a resumption of the 
attempt to build production 
lines for precision weapons 
in Lebanon would be suffi- 
cient reason to go to war. 


AP 


Bennett, who has eased 
the pace of his pronounce- 
ments after receiving push- 
back from the IDF, still 
believes in an aggressive 
stance and in taking the 
initiative in the north. For 
him, waiting and contain- 
ment aren’t an option. Iran 
is sensitive to losses of its 
men. The defense minister 
believes that the foreign 
military forces and militias 
can be kept out of Syria via 
a well-managed move. 

This week the Jerusa- 
lem Institute for Strategy 
and Security published a 
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Supreme Court lets Shin Bet bar 
2 suspects from meeting lawyers 


Hagar Shezaf 
and Josh Breiner 


The Supreme Court has 
allowed the Shin Bet secu- 
rity service to prevent two 
people suspected of security 
offenses from meeting with 
their lawyers this week. 

The investigation does not 
involve the Shin Bet’s Jewish 
division. Everyone involved 
has signed a secrecy agree- 
ment regarding the nature of 
the suspicions. 

Justice Ofer Grosskopf, 
who rejected the appeal of a 
Central District Court ruling 
that bars the two from seeing 
alegal counsel, explained his 


decision by referring to clas- 
sified reports he was given. 
“After hearing the par- 
ties’ arguments and reading 
through the materials sub- 
mitted to me [confidentially] 
and hearing explanations 
from the respondents’ at- 
torneys and others on their 
behalf, I came to the conclu- 
sion that there’s no reason to 
intervene in the decision of 
the lower court,” he wrote. 
Preventing suspects from 
seeing a lawyer is a measure 
generally employed in inves- 
tigations of Palestinian ter- 
ror suspects or against Jews 
being questioned by the Shin 
Bet’s Jewish Division. The 


fact that it is being used in 
this case indicates that the 
defense establishment con- 
siders it extremely sensitive. 
The law allows a Shin Bet 
division head to bar security 
suspects from seeing a law- 
yer for a period of up to 10 
days, if there’s concern that 
such a meeting “could inter- 
fere with exposing or obtain- 
ing evidence or disrupt the in- 
vestigation in any other way.” 
Extending the ban requires 
the approval of the attorney 
general and the approval of 
the district court president 
or vice president. An appeal 
of that decision must be heard 
by a Supreme Court justice. 


Prince Charles to visit Israel, 
West Bank in first state visit 


Haaretz 


Prince Charles will visit 
Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories on behalf of the 
British government, in first 
“program of engagements” 
for the Prince of Wales in 
the region, the Royal Court 
said Wednesday in a state- 
ment. 

During his planned late 
January visit, Charles will 
attend the World Holocaust 
Forum, at the invitation of 
President Reuven Rivlin. 
The heir to the throne will 
also “undertake engage- 
ments” in the Palestinian 
Territories at the invitation 
of Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, accord- 
ing to the statement. 

While in Israel, Prince 
Charles will also undertake 
a number of engagements 
on behalf of the British 
government. 

Dozens of world leaders 


Prince Charles Tracey Nearmy/AP 


are expected in Jerusalem 
for the fifth World Holo- 
caust Forum, set to take 
place on January 23, 2020, 
at Yad Vashem. The event 
will commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Libera- 
tion of Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
and is dubbed the largest- 
ever gathering focused on 
combating anti-Semitism, 


The crazy life 
and burial of 
Princess Alice 
News, Page 4 


amid a global spike in vio- 
lence against Jews. 

The royal had previously 
visited Jerusalem twice; in 
2016 to attend the funeral 
of President Shimon Peres, 
and in 1995 to attend the 
funeral of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Prince William, his son, 
had previously paid a stop 
in Jerusalem during his 
Middle East tour last year, 
and visited the grave of his 
great-grandmother, Prin- 
cess Alice at the Church of 
Mary Magdalene. The Duke 
of Cambridge also toured 
Jerusalem’s holy sites, stop- 
ping at the Western Wall. 


